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Try to focus discussion not so much on assurance of salvation, but on producing works for our Savior and Lord. 
 
1 My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with partiality. 2 For if there should come into 
your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, 3 and you pay 
attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, “You sit here in a good place,” and say to the poor man, “You stand 
there,” or, “Sit here at my footstool,” 4 have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 
5 Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He 
promised to those who love Him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Do not the rich oppress you and drag you into the 
courts? 7 Do they not blaspheme that noble name by which you are called?  
8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you do well; 9 but if 
you show partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever shall keep the whole law, and 
yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all. 11 For He who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.”[c]Now if 
you do not commit adultery, but you do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and so do as those who 
will be judged by the law of liberty. 13 For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over 
judgment. 
 
Faith Without Works Is Dead 
 

14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or 
sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not 
give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is 
dead.  
18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my 
faith by my works. 19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But do you 
want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he 
offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made 
perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” 
And he was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.  
25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way?  
26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. 
 
James 2:14 

• “What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save 
him?” (NKJV) 

• “What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith 
save them?” (NIV) 

• “What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him?” 
(NAS) 

• Says, claims, says == “profession”; Can that kind of faith save?  A faith of words only? 
 
Regarding the “works” in v17-26 emphasis is on a works which shows or manifests our faith. 
 
Judgment of Works (Not that of a court judge; but more that of an olympic judge) 
1 Cor 3:9-15 “For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building. 10 According to the 
grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. 
But let each one take heed how he builds on it. 11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
straw, 13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the 
fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive 
a reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.” 

• These verses describe the “work” of a Christian.  Some works burned, some remain… loss, but saved. 
 
Joy in Heaven vs Joy on Earth 

• Luke 15:7 “I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than 
over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.”  

• 3 John 1:4 “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.” 
• 1 Sam 16:7 “man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 
• God sees the heart and knows if a professing faith is a real faith. 
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• Man can only look on the outward and must view “works” as a manifestation of faith. 
 
Seeing Faith: Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralytic (Mark 2:1-5) 
1 And again He entered Capernaum after some days, and it was heard that He was in the house. 2 Immediately 
many gathered together, so that there was no longer room to receive them, not even near the door. And He preached 
the word to them. 3 Then they came to Him, bringing a paralytic who was carried by four men. 4 And when they 
could not come near Him because of the crowd, they uncovered the roof where He was. So when they had broken 
through, they let down the bed on which the paralytic was lying. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the 
paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven you.”  
 
You Will Know Them by Their Fruits (Matthew 5) 
15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 16 You 
will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 17 Even so, every good 
tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear 
good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore by their 
fruits you will know them.   
21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My 
Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out 
demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew 
you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ 
 
Jesus Demonstrates His Works Validate His Words 
John 10:36-38 do you say of Him whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ 
because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? 37 If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; 38 but if I do, 
though you do not believe Me, believe the works, that you may know and believe that the Father is in Me, and I in 
Him.” 
 
Jesus: The Fourfold Witness 
 31 “If I bear witness of Myself, My witness is not true. 32 There is another who bears witness of Me, and I know 
that the witness which He witnesses of Me is true. 33 You have sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. 
34 Yet I do not receive testimony from man, but I say these things that you may be saved. 35 He was the burning 
and shining lamp, and you were willing for a time to rejoice in his light. 36 But I have a greater witness than John’s; 
for the works which the Father has given Me to finish—the very works that I do—bear witness of Me, that the 
Father has sent Me. 37 And the Father Himself, who sent Me, has testified of Me. You have neither heard His voice 
at any time, nor seen His form. 38 But you do not have His word abiding in you, because whom He sent, Him you 
do not believe. 39 You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which 
testify of Me. 40 But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life. 
 
Abraham Justified by Faith (Works do not save – but are product of salvation) 
 1 What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified 
by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham 
believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” 4 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted 
as grace but as debt. 5 But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 
accounted for righteousness, 
 
Our Justification by faith 
25 who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification. 1 Therefore, having 
been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 
Six aspects of justification 

1. Justified by grace (Romans 3:24) 
2. Justified by faith (Romans 5:1) 
3. Justified by blood (Romans 5:9) 
4. Justified by God (Romans 8:33) 
5. Justified by power (Romans 4:25) 
6. Justified by works (James 2:24) 


